
The value of any building product test or 
certification relies on the objectivity of its 
criteria. So depending on who creates and 
monitors the standards, outcomes can vary. 
Fortunately, third-party, independent 
certification and testing companies exist. 
They deliver objective results and the 
associated benefits—consistent product 
performance; superior construction and 
end-use safety; and deeper client confidence.

Promotes innovation
Independence also allows a company more 
freedom to develop innovative products 
and processes, respond to economic trends, 
and expand into global markets; all benefits 
to the building industry and its clients. 
TECO, a third-party engineered wood  
certification and testing agency, exemplifies 
this flexibility from the pioneering 
connector construction it used in WWII 
blimp hangars to the development of 
particleboard panel technology and the 
lighter truss construction used in houses 
today. The company revolutionized the 

possibilities of timber, mechanical  
connectors and how the two work together 
to increase strength-to-weight ratios and 
cost efficiency. TECO also introduced 
onsite quality control programs, and 
designed test machines that have changed 
how manufacturers assess quality.

Client focused 
Free from trade association affiliations, 
independent certification and testing 
agencies have the flexibility to offer 
manufacturers customized programs  
that meet their specific production needs. 
TECO takes this even further, with 
programs that place their technicians in 
a client’s mill full time, alongside in-house 
quality assurance personnel, to support 
on-grade production. 

Quality of certification and testing also 
relies on the level of staff expertise. The 
higher, the better. TECO’s knowledgeable 
and experienced technical staff comprises 
PhDs, wood scientists, professional 

engineers, technicians and certified 
auditors, who work as a team to meet every 
client need.

Independence builds trust
From certifying engineered wood products 
to testing wood adhesives and formaldehyde 
emissions, objective assessments earn the 
most trust. Learn more about how TECO’s 
independent standing has made its 
certification mark a worldwide symbol  
of product reliability and code compliance 
at www.tecotested.com.
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